
The Pastor’s Prayer and Devotional Life 

“The Triangular Shape of the Pastor’s Devotional Life” by Dr. John Pless  
Wednesday, May 22  11 a.m.-Noon (Oak Park and River Forest Rooms) 
Wednesday, May 22  1 p.m. -2 p.m. (Alumni Room)  

Pr. Ralph Tausz, Apostles, Melrose Park 

 
Questions to Ponder Before our Session  

 

+Early in the Pless essay,  he cites Kenneth Korby’s distinction between 
“instinctual prayer” and the “prayer of faith.”  What’s the difference?     

 

+Is there a difference between studying the Scriptures to understand them 
versus reading them devotionally?   

 

+In the Pless article, he talks about the “busyness of contemporary 
ecclesiastical life and crowded pastoral schedules” accounting for a decline in 

the classical disciplines of scriptural study and prayer.  Speak to this.   

 
+We vowed at our ordination to be “diligent in the study of Holy Scripture 

and the Confessions”  and “constant in prayer for those under your pastoral 

care.”  What are some habits you’ve cultivated and practices you’ve developed 
that help you to be faithful in carrying this out?   

 

+Oratio (Prayer) and meditatio (meditation) result in tentatio (spiritual 

affliction).  What are the benefits of tentatio?    

   

+ 
Besides the linked essay by Dr. Pless, you may want to consult these two 

excellent articles,  which you can find on the web:    

  

Kleinig,  John. “Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio: What Makes a Theologian?”  

Concordia Theological Quarterly (July 2002),  255-268 

http://www.johnkleinig.com/files/1813/2730/7611/Oratio_Meditatio_Tenta

tio.pdf 
 

Von Hagel,  Thomas.  “Prayer,  Meditation,  and Suffering Prepare the Preacher.”  

Logia (Holy Trinity 2006), 45-54.    On the web:  

ep.teologi.dk/Tidsskrifter/Logia/Vol-15-3.pdf 
 



 



 





 
 
 





 





 





 





 
 



 



 





 


